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[Abstract] Moschus is a precious Chinese medicinal material and spice, which has a long history of application. So
far, there are few reports on its history and herbal literature research. Based on the retrieval of materia medica books and
literature, combined with the practice of artificial breeding and obtaining Moschus, this paper summarized the name, origin,
production area, quality evaluation and application of Moschus. The results showed that there were four musk deer species in
material medica books including shui she, rou she, tu she and bei she. Moschus has at least 18 common synonyms(excluding
the synonyms of minority languages). The medicinal use of Moschus was first recorded in ShenNong's Herbal Classic.
Moschus was first used as perfume in Han Dynasty, and reached its peak in Tang and Song dynasties. The ancient people
regarded Moschus bag and producing Moschusas the key identification characteristics of musk deer. The cognition for its
feeding habits had gradually changed from snakes and ants to aromatic plants. The production range of the past dynasties had
often changed. Since the Tang Dynasty, Sichuan and Shaanxi producing areas had been relatively constant, and they were
still genuine producing areas. The Moschus in ancient was divided into three categories: yi xiang, qi xiang and xin jiexiang.

The best Moschus was heavy texture with fur wrapped in the middle. The fur and lychee seedpowders were often used for
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adulteration, and the adulterants of modern commercial Moschus adulteryants are more than 20 kinds. According to the

records of herbal monographs of past dynasties, Moschus has the effects of opening the orifices, waking the mind, activating

blood circulation and dredging the meridians. There are three preparation methods: light grinding, fine grinding and heavy

grinding. It can be used externally or orally. And it is used for demonstration and closed syndrome. It is forbidden to use it

when collapse syndrome, cautious in using deficiency syndrome, and forbidden in pregnant women. As a perfume, Moschus

is made in different ways and has a wide range of uses.Besides, the ancients often had records of "musk deer eating snakes"

and other habits, which need to be further studied. The research results of this paper are expected to clear the source of

Moschus and provide a basis for further development and utilization of Moschus resources.
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